
 

 

APC 4130:  General Neurology Inpatient Service 2023-2024 
 Faculty In Charge Of Course: Erin Furr Stimming, John Lincoln  

Participating Faculty: Louise McCullough, John Lincoln, Suur Biliciler, Sean Smart, Bill Lindsey, Thy Nguyen, Mya 
Schiess, Erin Furr Stimming 

Location: MHH  

Offered: Blocks 1-8, 10, 11 and 13 
Max. #  Students/Period: 2 

 
Course Objective 

 
Material Covered:  
The Department of Neurology offers fourth year medical students the opportunity to act as interns on the inpatient General Neurology service at 
Memorial Hermann Hospital. This rotation provides an opportunity for the fourth year medical student to make the transition from student to intern 
on the General Neurology inpatient service.  It is designed to give the student a high degree of responsibility for patient care. The acting intern will 
share equal status with the Neurology interns on the service in all respects.  
 
Skills Acquired:  
The student will increase his/her ability to elicit a medical history, perform a complete neurological exam, localize the lesion, evaluate the 
neuroimaging and available ancillary studies and develop a meaningful diagnostic and therapeutic plan.  The student will be able to fully evaluate 
and formulate a plan for patients with acute neurological disorders including a proper differential diagnosis. 
 
The student will have the opportunity to participate in multidisciplinary rounds and contribute to the care plan for the patients he or she is following. 
Throughout their month, the students will likely be exposed to multiple procedures including: lumbar punctures, fundoscopic exams, basic EEG 
interpretation, basic neuroradiology interpretations, the caloric reflex test, Somatosensory Evoked Potentials, Visual Evoked Potentials, and 
EMG/NCS. 

 
Activities Of Elective 

 
Number Of New Patients/Student/Week: 4-8  

 

Responsibilities Of Student For Assigned Patients: 
 

Does history/physical: Yes 
Who critiques: Attending and resident 
Follows patients, with appropriate notes as needed: Yes 
Who supervises: Attending and/or resident 
Does student see ambulatory patients:  No 
Performs or observes procedures: Yes 

 
Scheduled Duties of Student: 

 
Frequency of rounds on patients: Daily 
Presents patients to preceptor or attending physician: Yes 
Weekly schedule of required teaching sessions: Yes 

 
Describe Optional Rounds And Activities, If Any: 

 
The student will have the opportunity to participate in family meetings and acquire skills related to end-of-life counselling.  

 
Other Required Activities: 

 
Reading/review of current literature: Yes 
Writing or Presenting a paper: Preferred and encouraged but not required, they will be required to present a 

   
How Is Student Evaluated: 

 
The students are evaluated by the attending in the General Neurology inpatient service using one45.  The attending will obtain feedback 
from then residents as well.  The students will receive weekly feedback as the attendings rotate each week and will receive their final 
evaluation from the attending of their choice. 

 
 

 



 

 
Unique Features Of This Elective: 

 
The General Neurology inpatient APC will provide exposure to complex neurologic presentations and will give the fourth year medical student 
(acting intern) the ability to participate in the diagnostic evaluation and treatment plan. Emphasis is placed on understanding the role of a 
neurologist in patient care and preparing the student for residency. Acting interns will have a role similar to a PGY1 in that they will be 
responsible for a similar number of patients, performing a complete neurologic history and exam, assessment of data, developing an appropriate 
neurologic diagnosis and treatment plan. Acting interns will respond to both emergent and routine consultations. Initial consults will be followed 
with continuity during the patient’s hospital stay. Acting interns will also help to teach MS3s, perform literature searches, and give prepared 
presentations to the clinical team. This course will provide the acting intern with a wide breadth of exposure to various neurological presentations, 
increasing their exposure to complex neurologic presentations.  Acting interns will accumulate and enhance their neurologic clinical skills, 
clinical knowledge, and familiarity with various neurologic resources and references from to assist them throughout their career. 


