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I would like to thank both the participants and colleagues for 
attending this outstanding Festschrift to honor our collective 
achievements in the Department of Cardiothoracic and 
Vascular Surgery.

In the past two decades, enormous progress has been made 
in the practice of cardiothoracic and vascular surgery — from 
the treatment of aortic and mitral valves using open and 
catheter technology, to advances in organ protection in the 
repair of thoracic and thoracoabdominal aortic aneurysms, 
and to the rapidly growing knowledge of genetic and 
molecular biology. All of these currently guide our indications 
and treatment of cardiovascular disease. 

Our department in the McGovern Medical School at The 
University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston 
(UTHealth) is recognized locally, nationally and worldwide as a 
leader in clinical cardiac, thoracic and vascular surgery. This 
would not be possible without the leadership and support of 
our medical school and Memorial Hermann Hospital. 

For this Festschrift, I owe a great debt of gratitude to the 
colleagues, fellows, residents and nurses, who have made it 
all possible. It has been a collaborative effort in establishing a 
true center of excellence. I am grateful and indebted to those 
attending today’s event. 

“

”

Hazim J. Safi, MD

Quote

Dr. Hazim J. Safi earned his medical 
degree at the University of Baghdad 
College of Medicine and completed his 
general surgery internship at Medical 
City Teaching Hospital in Baghdad and 
St. James Hospital in London, England. 
He completed his general surgical 
followed by his cardiothoracic residency 
at Baylor College of Medicine in 
Houston, studying under Dr. Michael 
DeBakey.

Board certified in surgery, vascular 
surgery and thoracic surgery, Dr. Safi 
specializes in cardiothoracic surgery, 
aortic surgery, thoracoabdominal aortic 
aneurysms and vascular surgery. His 
clinical interests include abdominal 
aortic aneurysm repair, acute aortic 
dissection, aneurysms, aortic root, aortic 
valve preservation, aortic valve surgery, 
ascending and arch aneurysm, coronary 
artery bypass, marfan syndrome and 
thoracoabdominal  aneurysm repair.

“ ”

Festschrift Program
A Festschrift, a German term translating to 

“festival of writing,” is defined as a "collection 
of writings published in honor of a scholar."  A 

European tradition developed in Germany 
before World War I, a Festschrift is a 

published book or journal, and is presented 
to honor an academic and their research and 

work centric to science and culture.  The 
tradition was carried to the US by scientists 
who escaped the Nazis during World War II.  
The Festschrift is often bound into a book or 

journal, and is traditionally composed of 
volumes and contributions from the 

honoree's past and present colleagues, 
students, peers, and friends.  The written 
work that is compiled into the Festschrift 

typically reflects on the honoree's 
contributions to their field of scholarly study.  

The book or journal can also include 
important and original research by the 

authors, and has been known to serve as a 
place to publish otherwise unpublishable — 
or at least difficult-to-publish — papers.  In 

Germany, the request to contribute to a 
Festschrift is an honor, as is the request to 

edit the volumes.
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